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briefing

Advancing Passive House Policy
NAPHN 2016 policy session 1 
presentations

“The building sector offers the 
largest low-cost potential in world 
regions to lower emissions.” 

- Dr. Diana Urge-Vorsatz, Vice Chair, 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

 

August 2016
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appendix c: session 1 presentations

 
 
making mandatory PH: 
some do’s and don’ts  

 NAPHN16  

June 13th 2016 

Joke [Yoka]  DOCKX 
Head of Sub-Division « Promotion of sustainable buildings » 

 Brussels Environment 

Stimulate DEMAND 

Energy Allowances 

Support Financially 

Exemplary Buildings Programme 

Public Authorities set the example 

Increase, Promote Examples 

Adapt technical framework 

Belgian Certification System (Ref.B) 

Technical Guide, Supports & Training 

Improve 
 Knowledge & know-how 

Designers’ training 

Train to excellence 

Stimulate training sectors 

Qualifying training for: 
Workers, Students, Unemployed 

Partner: CDR Constr. 

Partners: Cluster EcoBuild 
ABE CCB-CCDR 

Adapt  LEGAL framework 

EPB Legislation / COBRACE 

PassiveHouse Standard is the norm 

Sustainable Building Certification 

Step 1: Build an acceptance by experience 

Requiring 

QUALITY 

Guide & Sustain 

Professionals: Facilitators… 

Individuals: House of Sust. Building 

PLAGE programme 

Improve SUPPLY 

Stimulate Companies 

Awareness 

Clustering - Cluster EcoBuild 

ProActive Lobbying 

Alliance Employment-Environment 

GreenBizz (start-up) 

Social Economy 

Adapt  LEGAL framework 

EPB Legislation / COBRACE 

PassiveHouse Standard is the norm 

Sustainable Building Certification 

…….. 

3 

Mandatory for each building permit for new buildings or important refurbishment (>75% of 
building shell) from 2015:•  Unthinkable in 2004•  The exemplary buildings showed technical and financial feasability•  First positif feedback of building users•  Public authorities showing the example• Negociated agreement  with belgian building 

federations (construction, architects, promotor, 
engineers) – 19 octobre 2012

Step 2: involve stakeholders 

Joke Dockx
Brussels 
Environment 
Administration 
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●  Shift from « frontrunner » to « mainstream » occupants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
●  Don’t focus too much on the « in vitro » energy performance, the 

« in vivo » performance depends a lot on real use  
●  Analysis of cost-optimum measures
 

Post-technical issues  

•  Choose a calculation method

…

•  Foresee modifications in the legislation/ calculation method to eliminate specific 
problems that will show up

• (Inform!  Communicate! Train!  Accompany!)³
especially on design (KISS, focus users) and maintenance issues

Step 4: you’ll have to … 

Step 3: it takes time (and patience)!
 

Ambitious energy policy:

-  stimulation of demand

-  control of good conception 

-  experiences on life-size scale

Energy is the driver but also approach of sustainability

1st Call for projects “Exemplary Buildings”

From building to neighbourhood

Government declaration

Commitment of public authorities : obligation Passif 2010

New government – need to confirm it’s intention to continue 
with the implementation of the future legislation

Belgian assessment method for sustainable buildings : voluntary approach

1st January– every new building passive, heavy refurbishment low energy

2004 
 
2005 
 
2006 
 
2007 
 
2008 
 
2009 
 
2010 
 
2011 
 
2012 
 
2013 
 
2014 
 
2015 

Announcing passive standard for 2015 

Decree of 5 May 2011 

Negociation and agreement with the sector 

Passif invites itself as a realistic 
standard in Exemplary Buildings 
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•  Nearly Zero Energy Buildings mandatory at last 1st January 2021 

•  Defining EPB-requirements for other types of buildings 

•  Analysis of cost-optimum measures 

•  Accompaniment of users of HEP-buildings 

•  Sociological and socio-economic studies 

•  BAMB Project : Buildings As Material Banks 

• … 
   

 
 

What’s next? 



The Building Energy Exchange connects the Manhat-
tan real estate communities to energy and lighting 
efficiency solutions through exhibitions, education, 
technology demonstrations, and research. We identify 
opportunities, navigate barriers to adoption, broker 
relationships, and showcase best practices at our re-
source center in the Surrogate's Courthouse in Man-
hattan.

be-exchange.org


